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Russian studies as a tool of China's foreign policy

Abstract. The article analyzes the evolution of Russian studies in China, which is viewed as a dynamic
and multifaceted process due to both internal needs of the Chinese society and certain foreign policy factors.
The article emphasizes the importance of an interdisciplinary approach that allows for a deeper
understanding of Russia's political, economic and cultural aspects and their impact on chinese-russian
relations. The study covers the period from the first contacts and translations to establishing an extensive
network of research institutes and academic journals specializing in Russian studies. Particular attention is
paid to the evolution of methodological approaches, from documentary records and critical analysis of the
Soviet experience to the diversification of research subjects and the synthesis of various paradigms in the
XXI century. The paper outlines the key stages in the development of Russian studies in China: the
formation of the first translation centers, the accumulation of knowledge during the “honeymoon period” in
chinese-soviet relations, the critical reassessment of the Soviet model in times of ideological disagreement,
and, finally, the modern stage characterized by profound studies of political, economic, social, and cultural
aspects of Russian life. The authors of the article analyze academic journals structure reflecting the diversity
of academic interests and methodological approaches and emphasize the importance of building a strong
academic community focusing on practical application of research results, as well as the need to use modern
technologies and research methods to maintain the chinese russian studies' competitiveness in the world. The
article concludes that Russian studies successful development in China depends on establishing a stable
academic community capable of promptly responding to changes in international politics and offering
practical solutions. In the context of globalization and informatization, it is necessary to actively use modern
technologies and scientific methodologies, which will ensure the continuity of generations and help to
preserve the accumulated experience.
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D. E. Palatnikov

The system of education in the context of social and political conflicts

Abstract. The article analyzes the functioning of urban communities in social networks within urban
conflict contexts. The author considers theoretical aspects of forming local communities and their
participation in social conflicts on urban and regional scales. The case of reorganizing and restructuring
schools and kindergartens in the Yaroslavl region is used as an empirical basis to examine one of the most
significant news makers and urban regional conflicts in 2024. The method of content analysis has been
applied in the study.

The theoretical basis for this work is the concept of collective action and collective activity, which
includes features related to urban movements. Urban community is defined as an informal structure formed
on the basis of common values and a common purpose, achieved through horizontal interaction with the
distribution of functions among the participants.

It is noted that for self-organizing communities the social networking space has become an accessible
environment for unification, aggregation, expression of public attitudes and conflict strategies
implementation. The article identifies types of urban conflict, characteristic features and results of conflict
interaction, conflict dynamics, specific interaction between the authorities and local communities,
particularly in the network space, as well as strategic specificity in communication between a group of
activists and the authorities. The author analyzes public activity of political and non-political actors of the
conflict, and gives content analysis of the opposing groups' messages. An activist group's strategy to exit the
conflict is identified.

The conclusion is made about the importance of non-politicized urban conflict as an effective way of
consensual resolution of contradictions between the authorities and society, as well as establishing and
strengthening urban communities' civic-political subjectivity.
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V. 1. Peftiev

Geopolitics and the burden of the past:
historical narratives as a tool for political influence

Abstract. In times of strategic uncertainty in international politics, history, its ideas and events, i.e. facts
with public resonance for contemporaries and future generations, is becoming increasingly important.
History enters all political processes and the civilization as a whole and becomes a support in an unsettled
world by the will of fate. History intertwines the erroneous, the immutable, the unclaimed, and the ideal
(desired). Such symbiosis (coexistence of one in the other) complicates the analysis of geopolitical scenarios
and the choice of a priority solution, which is adequate for the context, place, time and the leading players.
The author of the article sees this as a conceptual resource for geopolitics, politicians and political scientists
interested in international relations. The article looks at history lessons through the milestone events of
European history, such as the Revolution of 1789 in France, the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871, the
Treaty of Versailles of 1919, etc. The discovery of big cycles of conjuncture (J. Schumpeter) helps to rethink
the vicissitudes of the post-war transformation in Europe and the world. The author emphasizes the
conceptual value and pragmatic acuteness of the “unrecognized states and borders” phenomenon. The article
draws attention to new trends in geopolitics — “politics beats economics”. Geopolitics should take into
account the factor of “neighborhood”, the result of long historical and geographical cohabitation of states,
nations and civilizations.

Key words: international relations; geopolitics; Russia; EU; UN; NATO; SCO; BRICS; historical
narrative; Special military operation (SMO)

E. M. Boldyreva, E. V. Asafieva

Cultural symbolism of the rooster in russian and chinese poetry

Abstract. The article analyzes the symbolic potential of the rooster image in Chinese and Russian poetry.
The rooster is considered as a semiotic code in many world cultures, as one of the most important
ornithomorphic archetypes, which makes it possible to study both the regularities of historical and cultural
evolution and the unique specificity of writers' artistic worlds. The works by the following Chinese and
Russian poets of different epochs are analyzed in the study: Wen Tingyun, Yan Zhenqin, Cao Zhi,
Wang Anshi, Zhang Jixian, Chen Ji, V. Gilyarovsky, A. Blok, F. Sologub, K. Balmont, O. Mandelstam, S.
Esenin, E. Bagritsky, D. Kharms, G. Berestov, A. Barto, E. Moshkovskaya, V. Sosnora. The authors
examine different variations in actualizing the archetypal meanings of the rooster image depending on
ethnocultural and civilizational factors, as well as on the writers' cognitive memory; identify both universal
symbolic connotations of the rooster, isomorphic for Russian and Chinese culture, and differences in the
principles of artistic representation of the rooster in two different cultures. The article draws attention to the
change in symbolic connotations of the image depending on the lyrical situation and on the natural and
historical-mythological realities accompanying the key symbol. The authors conclude that the image of the
rooster in Russian and Chinese poetry, despite their geographical and cultural distance, reveals an amazing
intertwining of meanings, the artistic nature of the image is complex and diverse, this character appears in
different, sometimes contradictory hypostases — a sage, a keeper, a mentor, a demon, a guardian, etc.,
becoming a multifaceted archetype, reflecting the deep human ideas about the world and its order.

Key words: symbol; mythology; mythopoetics; the rooster image; ornithomorphic archetype; russian
poetry; chinese poetry; lyrical hero
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B. V. Sokolov

Kipling's tradition in soviet poetry: Nikolai Tikhonov and Osip Mandelstam

Abstract. The article considers the influence of N. S. Tikhonov's poem Face to Face on the cycle The
Poem about the Unknown Soldier by O. E. Mandelstam in terms of the Kipling tradition. It also shows how
the poem Face to Face is reflected in S.A. Esenin's poem Letter to a Woman and reconstructs possible
circumstances of Esenin's encounter with the poem Face to Face. The author proves that Esenin gave the
most aphoristic definition to the content of Tikhonov's poem and that this poem served as the main source of
the most important motifs for The Poem about the Unknown Soldier — the motif of people bought in bulk for



cheap and turned into cannon fodder, the motif of trenches turned into graves, as well as the idea of
metaphorically turning a text about a historical event into a ray of light and thus giving information about it
the speed of light. The poem Face to Face and the cycle The Poem about the Unknown Soldier are related to
the pacifist pathos, polemical in relation to Kipling. The article also shows the uncertainty of the textual
criticism of The Poem about the Unknown Soldier. The early Tikhonov's biography is reconstructed and the
archival materials prove that he was an officer and took part in the civil war on the side of the Whites in N.
N. Yudenich’s North-Western Army. Presumably, Tikhonov could also have served in P. N. Wrangel's
Russian Army. Tikhonov successfully concealed these facts of his biography throughout his life. It is shown
that Tikhonov's rejection of communist power and his disguised satire on it were reflected in the story From
Sea to Sea written in the spirit of Kipling as well as in the story Anopheles, where V. 1. Lenin is parodied
under the influence of Mikhail Bulgakov's story The Fatal Eggs, and also in the screenplay Smile, where
I. V. Stalin is parodied. Moreover, the author shows the influence of the story From Sea to Sea on V. A.
Kaverin's novel Two Captains.
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A. V. Semenova

Evolution of the highborn maiden's image in russian tragedy: from Sumarokov to Pushkin

Abstract. The article examines the female characters — Ksenia Shuiskaya, tsarevnas Flavia and Ksenia
Godunova — in the tragedies by A. P. Sumarokov, M. M. Kheraskov and A.S. Pushkin, respectively, and
compares their functions in the works. Secondary characters (in Sumarokov and Kheraskov's works) and episodic
ones (in Pushkin's work) have something in common: falling in love and losing or the threat of losing the beloved
through the father's fault, devotion to the parent and suffering from his probable or actual death; they contribute to
revealing the characters of the rulers. Shuisky's daughter and both tsarevnas demonstrate a strong will, endure
misfortunes, and each keeps loyalty to her fiancé and father (in Kheraskov, this is the basis for the heroine's inner
conflict). Flavia and both Xenias are the women closest to the tsars in the works; their interaction with Demetrius,
Borislav and Boris adds certain features to the images of the tsars. All the girls are experiencing a rebellion in the
capital, whose victims they may become, although for different reasons: Demetrius longs for Ksenia's death to
take revenge on the traitors Shuisky and Georgy; Flavia's father wants to destroy her in order to prevent the
“triumph of the traitor”; Ksenia becomes a witness to the death of her relatives and a hostage of the new ruler. The
girls in the tragedies by Sumarokov, Kheraskov and Pushkin have common character traits; at a certain point in
their lives, each of them experiences similar events, so the characters acquire similarities, which suggests a certain
literary tradition in creating the image of a highborn maiden, which A. S. Pushkin followed.

Key words: A. P. Sumarokov; M. M. Kheraskov; A. S. Pushkin; “Demetrius the Impostor”; “Borislav”;
“Boris Godunov”; tragedy; tsarevna; Xenia; Flavia; tyrant

N. L. Blishch

Poets and aviators as “sky-dwellers” in Kazimir Malevich's painting in 1913-1914

Abstract. The article considers Kazimir Malevich's works “The Aviator”, “Portrait of I. Klyun (The
Builder)”, “The Sawyer”, “The Englishman in Moscow”, painted in 1913-1914 and poetic texts by A.
Kruchenykh, V. Mayakovsky, V. Kamensky in their intermedial dialog. Iconographic and stylistic analysis
of the artist's works shows that his recurring motifs (saw, one-eyedness, temple, ladder, fish) are closely
related to the motifs in Futurist poetry. One of the main sources that inspired K. Malevich was his design
debut in the opera “Victory over the Sun”.

The basic compositional elements in Malevich's paintings, the details and techniques that later formed his
concept of Suprematism, are linked to the aesthetics of expression and anticipation of the Silver Age ending.
The author assumes that the symbolic charge of K. Malevich's painting “Aviator” goes back to the aviation
theme in European culture; it is also connected with aeronautics festivals, with the aviation theme in
European culture, as well as with the premonition of the First World War catastrophe.

Many details in K. Malevich's paintings “The Aviator” and “An Englishman in Moscow” refer to literary
manifestos and poetic quotations of the cubist-futurists. The Futurist iconography determined the semantics
of Malevich's objects on his canvases: these works reflect the whole palette of Futurist images and artistic
techniques in poetry and in literary behavior. The image of the poet and aviator in K. Malevich's painting and
lyrical heroes in the Futurists' poetry are connected with the idea of sky-dwelling, outside existence, as well
as with the motif of immortality of the poet and artist and the transition into eternity.
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V. S. Kuznetsova

Visual dispositives of the soviet Arkhangelsk North in 1920-1930s (based on the photographic
collection of the Arkhangelsk Museum of Local Lore)

Abstract. The article presents scientific research results in the field of XIX—XX centuries Russian North's
visual culture, obtained through analyzing the transformation of traditional socio-cultural and ideational
Russia's space, displayed in visual (photographic) images of the new Soviet semiotics of photographic art.
The author aims to reconstruct the system of visual dispositives (geocultural images) of the early Soviet
photography visual space. The research is relevant due to its integration into the context of contemporary
studies of both the local (provincial) tradition in the Russian culture system and the visual forms of Soviet
culture in the initial period of its history. The scientific novelty of the study results is determined both by the
limited number of relevant specialist researches and by the introduction of a wide range of visual sources that
provide a panoramic picture of the cultural landscape of the emerging new Soviet way of life in the northern
and arctic frontiers of the socialist Motherland. The methodological basis for the study is the geocultural
approach outlined in the works of the famous Russian cultural scientist and geographer, the founder of
Russian humanitarian geography D. N. Zamyatin, as well as the methods of visual semiotics, an important
contribution to which is made by S. S. Avanesov's work. The author's analysis of the Arkhangelsk North's
photographic semiosphere in the 1920s-30s, captured in the photographic documents from the collection of
the Arkhangelsk Museum of Local Lore, resulted in reasonable and reliable scientific results, explicated in
the author's concept of visual dispositives (images) of the Soviet ideological and socio-cultural space in the
Northern region at the time of “great changes”.
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N. Z. Gayevskaya

The emergence of the phenomenon of religious asceticism in russian culture

Abstract. The purpose of this study is to identify the problems associated with the formation of religious
asceticism as a phenomenon in Russian culture. This article examines the stages in the development of this
phenomenon in the historical and philosophical context, using a combination of phenomenological and
semiotic methods. The novelty of this research lies in its use of these methods, which allows for a deeper
understanding of the meanings that can be found within the context of Russian religious traditions and the
history of concepts related to religious feat and its origins. The contextual base of the research is expanded
by referring to the philosophy of the deed, and moral formation in the reflection of experience, thereby
generating a deeper understanding and appreciation of the significance of feats in religious practice. Since
ancient times, the essence of the feat has been the ultimate practice of “self”, expressed in religious culture
through the idea of protecting the spirit from passions and combating them, which is the goal of spiritual
work on personal development. In considering asceticism within phenomenological discourse, we can state
that the essence of a person’s feat is manifested through specific qualities of their soul in a set of intents.
Through ascetic experience, man’s very nature is revealed and realized. It can be concluded that religious
asceticism, as a phenomenon, is based on the experience of overcoming passions, allowing us to comprehend
human spiritual abilities within the Christian cultural paradigm. In modern culture, the phenomenon of
religious asceticism correlates with the cultural and mental matrix and the Russian cultural code. It aims to
identify axiological distortions in everyday behavior and everyday practices. This process is expressed in the
social and linguistic spaces, both religious and secular: in behavior, practices, texts, and figurative-
motivational spheres.
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