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Local self-governance institution in Russian citizens' perception

Abstract. The development of modern society is closely connected with the origin and evolution of
local self-government as a decentralized form of governance, with working out theoretical concepts of
local self-government, and with establishing legislation regulating municipal work.

Local self-government, understood as a form of exercising people's power, is a unique institution,
whose ultimate goal is the establishment of civil society. The local self-government institution is
accumulating positive experience of functioning as a full-fledged institution but at the same time
requires further development and improvement. The most important factor in the development of local
self-governance is the ultimate inclusion of the municipal population in the process of territorial
management.

The article analyzes the results of the authors' sociological research and comes to the conclusion that
it is necessary to raise the level of citizens' awareness about the importance of local self-governance in
order to direct the potential of people's self-organization to help local self-governments in solving
important local issues.

Moreover, the article contains the description and analysis of the neighborhood as a social institution,
its functions and the specifics of communication between neighbors. The authors consider
neighborhood community as one of the main types of social interaction, which makes it a potential force
for the formation of the local self-government institution. With the institutionalization of modern urban
initiatives, the importance of the neighborhood institution will increase due to the necessity to solve
local problems that concern many areas of everyday life. In addition, neighborhood communities are
the most accessible social institutions for citizens; they contribute to solving problems in the sphere of
local self-governance.
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International fuel substitution policy at Ukrainian nuclear power plants

Abstract. The article presents an analysis of the international policy on fuel substitution, which
was the result of cooperation between the JSC National Atomic Energy Generating Company
Energoatom (Ukraine) and the Westinghouse Electric Company Corporation (the USA). The main
goals of the ongoing political decisions and close U. S.-Ukraine cooperation were the production,
supply, and operation of nuclear fuel (NF) alternative to Russian nuclear fuel at Ukrainian NPPs with
VVER-440 and VVER-1000 reactors in the period from 2014 to 2024.

The authors note that the experience gained through U. S.-Ukraine cooperation in producing and
supplying nuclear fuel, as well as ensuring safe and uninterrupted functioning of Ukrainian nuclear
power plants, can lead to the active promotion of this experience in the nuclear power complex of the
European Union. These processes may raise a question about the future prospects for the work of the
State Atomic Energy Corporation ROSATOM in the European nuclear power market.

In this regard, the article puts forward some ideas about the prospects for introducing the
operational experience of the American nuclear corporation Westinghouse by the member states of
the European Union — Hungary, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Slovak Republic, the Czech Republic
and the Republic of Finland — in order to implement the substitution policy for Russian nuclear fuel
at operating NPPs with Soviet-design VVER-440 reactors (including estimation of the timeframe for
the complete transition of European countries to alternative fuel).

The substitution of Russian nuclear fuel is considered not only in the context of the growing
competition for fuel supply contracts, but also in the context of the growing competition for contracts
in the EU nuclear power market among companies from the USA, the French Republic and the
Republic of Korea.
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State policy of preserving memory as an important factor in the formation of the national
idea, national identity and the country's image

Abstract. The article analyzes how effective the state memory policy is in the context of dynamic
social changes. The author carried out a study among students from a number of pedagogical
universities. The students' perception of the country's achievements has been studied. As part of the
study, students were asked to define a national idea that would unite all generations. For a significant
number of the students the important symbols from the country's history are not sports or cultural
achievements, but the symbols related to victories in wars and space exploration successes. The
historical memory of the Great Patriotic War plays a key role in shaping the national image of the
state. In addition, it has been found that for most of the girls surveyed, the image of Russia is
associated primarily with works of art (literature, painting, music, cinema, etc.), whereas for the boys
it is associated more with monuments dedicated to wars, rulers and battles. The author notes that for
a lot of the students, regardless of gender and age, the Victory in the Great Patriotic War is a reason
for a particular pride. The main sources of information about ancestors are relatives, family
documents and personal interest in obtaining additional information about their ancestors, including
contacts with archives. The research has found that, according to the students' opinion, the historical
factors determining Russia as a state are military achievements (victories in wars), as well as socio-
economic indicators, such as the quality and standard of people's well-being, and the development of
industry and science. The principal symbols of the USSR's greatness from the past are the monument
“Worker and Kolkhoz Woman” and the All-Union Exhibition of Economic Achievements. It seems
encouraging that students are also proud of the national achievements in the sphere of opera, ballet
and children's literature. Most of the students believe that the idea of Russia's rebirth as a great power
can unite the country's citizens.
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Gorky disappointed: from the romantic revolution to pessimistic everyday life

Abstract. The article focuses on a complex period in M. Gorky's creative and ideological evolution
in the second half of the 1900s. After the defeat of the 1905-1907 revolution, romantic revolutionary
sentiments about the prospects of Russian life reveal their illusory nature, and Gorky's reaction to this
is acute. He refuses to realize the idea of the novel Son, the continuation of the novel Mother, and
finds quite different characters in Russian life: it is no longer Nilovna, not Pavel Vlasov with his
supporters and friends, but the decadent poet Smertyashkin, the hero of the cycle Russian Fairy Tales,
or the characters of the cycle Complaints. This cycle describes the meeting of Gorky's
autobiographical hero in the first emigration (1906-1913) with people representing very different
types of Russian life, thrown abroad by the revolution: a former officer, a minor merchant, starting
his small business in Italy, a gendarme bailiff, pouring out his hopeless sadness in a conversation with
the lawyer. The article shows that the story Summer was a kind of reassessment of romantic
revolutionism in the novel Mother, it examines the reasons for people's passive consciousness which
made them philistines. As a result, Gorky comes to pessimistic views about Russian reality after the
defeat of the first Russian revolution, reflected in the cycle Russian Fairy Tales, especially in the story
Strasti-Mordasti. Addressing the cycles Russian Fairy Tales and Complaints, the author of the article
finds the reasons why the idea of the novel Son could not be realized. Such sentiments reflected in
Gorky's work of this period, correlate directly with skepticism about the results of the 1917 revolution,
expressed in the journalistic cycle Untimely Thoughts.
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Representation of the archetype 'mother' in Guzel Yakhina's novel Echelon to Samarkand

Abstract. The article examines the implementation of the archetype 'mother' in a contemporary
writer's work in the light of C. G. Jung's theory and current literary approaches. The archetype, which
is a universal image, is expressed in literature through various cultural and historical contexts.
Yakhina's novel, set against the background of the 1923 famine, shows mothers facing the tragic
choice that defines the manifestation of both positive and negative aspects of motherhood. The author
of the article portrays mothers who act out of love for their children, but also for fear of starvation,
which leads them to inhumane decisions. The article emphasizes the idea that historical conditions
and social circumstances influence the transformation of the 'mother' archetype, which makes its
interpretation complex and multifaceted. The study highlights the images of characters who are not
biological parents to the orphans being evacuated, but who embody the positive aspect of the maternal
archetype. The analysis of symbolic images (water, earth, house) and the details referring to
iconography helps to demonstrate the realization of different hypostases of the maternal archetype in
the characters. Particular attention is paid to the characters whose images show the gender aspects of
the maternal archetype's literary embodiment in the book; at the same time, both female characters
who underwent a change of gender attitudes under the influence of historical circumstances and those
who retained traditional ideas about the female/maternal essence are important for characterizing the
author's picture of the world. Thus, the research demonstrates the variative meanings of the archetype
in the novel, explained by the writer's value system and the epoch depicted.
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Reconstructing the classical status of “Liao Chai Zhi Yi” in the russian-speaking world

Abstract. The article focuses on reconstructing the classical status of “Liao Zhai Zhi Yi”, the most
important work of Chinese literature not only in the context of Chinese culture itself, but also in the
world literary process. It included elements of Chinese folklore, mysticism and social criticism, thus
becoming a true classical heritage that has had a significant impact on literatures of different
countries. The article examines the process of perception and integration of “Liao Zhai Zhi Yi” into
russian-speaking culture, which can be divided into several stages: the pre-classical period, when the
work was just beginning to attract the readers' attention; the formation of a tendency towards its
classicism, which helped to recognize its importance; the establishment of a classical status that
placed the work among the world's literary canons; and, finally, the consolidation and continuation
of its classical position in the contemporary cultural context. The authors comment on the most
significant translations by V. M. Alekseev, P. Ustin and A. Faigar, as well as A. G. Storozhuk, which
contributed to canonization of “Liao Zhai Zhi Yi”. Canonizing the work in the Russian-speaking
world is explained both by the inherent qualities of the text, its literary value and universality, and by
external factors. An important role in this process was played by translations, as well as the publishers'
activity, who released new versions of the work on a regular basis, strengthening its status in the
cultural consciousness. Teaching “Liao Zhai Zhi Yi” in educational institutions and working out
courses on chinese literature contributed to a deeper understanding of this work in the academic
community and accelerated its canonization. Translations from different centuries have become not
only classical translation works, but also important tools for the canonization of “Liao Zhai Zhi Yi”
in Russia. Through the translations, chinese culture has taken root in russian culture, and the different
degrees of mutual influence between the two cultures are reflected in the translations of classics,
which also result from the dialogue of cultures.
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Leonid Tishkov's art project “How Pushkin stayed in Boldino: verbal and visual
components”

Abstract. The article examines the book by the famous contemporary artist Leonid Tishkov,
dedicated to Pushkin's stay in Boldino in 1830. In the jubilee year of 2024 a lot of new “Pushkin art
projects” appeared, but not all of them turned out to be successful. The purpose of the article is to
analyze the artistic principles and techniques of Tishkov's work on the album-book, thanks to which
he was able to avoid overly modernizing or diminishing the image of the great Russian poet. Being
an example of a “painter's book”, Tishkov's book resembles an art album: square format, excellent
paper and printing quality. In addition, Tishkov uses some principles of a comic strip or a graphic
novel. Drawings made with ink or a technical pen take up the whole page, the verbal text is laconic,
like captions to pictures; as in comics, the narrative is discrete, built as a montage of fragments and
episodes. However, unlike the comics, Tishkov's verbal text is not subject to the image; it is the
dialogue between visual and verbal components that is important. The two compositional parts of the
book demonstrate the dual-subjectivity of the narrative even more clearly: excerpts from Pushkin's
letters and poems dialogically correlate with Tishkov's own pictorial “remarks”. Using the technique
of temporal shift, characteristic of the fantasy genre, forms the game mood of the book and shows the
author's irony towards mass culture, which turns Pushkin's name into a meme, a cliché, and a
“common place”. Tishkov's task is to show the complicated twists and turns of the poet's fate, who
finds true freedom only in creativity. The image of Cricket becomes a cross-cutting one in the book,
in a sense, being a “masked” hypostasis of the author himself. The chosen tactic enabled Tishkov to
create his own image of Pushkin without breaking the literary canon.

Key words: painter's book; rethinking the canon; visual and verbal text; comics; reinterpretation
of the classics; dialogism of composition; game strategy
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Developing and implementing an electronic register for russian cultural and historical
heritage sites abroad

Abstract. The article focuses on the design and implementation of the electronic register for
Russian cultural and historical heritage sites abroad by using modern digital technologies. In the
context of globalization and the growing threats of losing cultural values, the need for a unified
information platform is becoming more and more urgent. The research substantiates the significance
of a systemic approach to registering, monitoring and popularization of cultural heritage outside
Russia, which contributes to its preservation and integration into the international scientific and public
space. The author analyzes the existing methods of keeping registers, identifying their main
limitations, such as fragmented data, lack of a unified methodology for classifying the sites and a low
level of public involvement. An innovative registry model based on the principles of crowdsourcing,
gamification and cloud technologies is suggested as an alternative solution. The author presents a
detailed system structure, including sites categories, moderation and review mechanisms, as well as
integration with CRM systems. Special attention is paid to technical aspects of the platform
implementation, including multilingual interface, mobile applications and automated mechanisms for
monitoring the condition of the sites. The register prototype testing demonstrates its effectiveness in
systematizing data, attracting a wide audience, and ensuring the information relevance. Conclusions
are drawn on the significance of digitalizing the process of preserving cultural heritage, as well as the
prospects for further development of the system, taking into account international practice and new
technological solutions.
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Pushkin with Us by E. Dvoskina as a polycode text

Abstract. The article examines E. Dvoskina's book Pushkin with Us as a polyartistic unity arising
from the interaction of visual (illustrations) and verbal (captions to illustrations, quotes from A. S.
Pushkin's works) at the junction of the book and the Internet blog genre. The aim of the article is to
identify the mechanisms of creating aesthetic meaning in this type of publication. The comparison of
the book and the blog leads to the conclusion about their proximity in the structural aspect and reveals
a number of differences in terms of content (the logic of organizing elements, the nature of the
correlation between text and illustration, targeting the addressee in the blog and in the book are
different). Special attention is paid to considering Dvoskina's book as an artistic integrity arising from
the book's poly-referential plan (framework complex), Pushkin's image throughout the book, and
Dvoskina's game strategy. The author's game strategy is manifested both in the framework of the
book (chapter “From the Author”, epigraph, cover, etc.) and in the main text. In particular, this is
demonstrated in the article by using the correlation of verbal and pictorial components as an example.
The variability of the correlation between the verbal and visual (coincidence, contrast, correlation
according to the principle of complementarity) contributes to forming multiple associative links and
is considered as the most important way to model the multifaceted artistic meaning of the book.
“Weighting” the verbal “code” in the book, as compared to the blog, is understood with regard to the
problem of addressing: the complication of the verbal component leads to the address extension and
to making the protagonist's image deeper. The author makes the conclusions about the mechanisms
of generating meaning in a polycoded text, which exists at the junction of the visual and the verbal,
the Internet genre and the printed edition.

Key words: pushkiniana; polycode text; blog; correlation of verbal and visual in literature; poly-
referential level of the book; game strategy in modern literature; the problem of addressing in modern
literature.



